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ABSTRACT 



Steps that parents and children can take to ensure that 
students properly prepare for college are covered in this guidebook. The 
guidebook is divided into four steps. In step one, reasons why it is 
important to go to college are covered. Some of these reasons include better 
job opportunities, more earning potential, and the increased variety of jobs 
one can get with more education. In step two, the types of courses that 
middle school students should take to prepare for college are covered; 
subjects such as algebra, geometry, a foreign language, English, science, and 
history are noted. A chart provides a breakdown of the variety of courses 
children should take and for how many years. Step three looks at college 
costs and what students and parents can do to prepare for this significant 
expense. This theme is continued in step four where ideas for paying for 
college are presented. Some of these payment suggestions entail applying for 
federal aid, scholarships, loans, and military enrollment. (RJM) 
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An example of how to read this chart: in 1996, 9 percent of people without a high school diploma were 
unemployed, while only 4.8 percent of people with a high school diploma, 4.3 percent of people with some 
college, and 2.4 percent of people with a college degree were unemployed. 
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some cases give students the chance to leam in a real work setting. This way, the high school 
material better prepares students for college-level work, and also starts the student on a clear path 
toward a college degree. 



Students interested in technical programs will probably want to take some occupational or 
technical courses in high school, but they also need to take the “core” courses in English, math, 
science, history, and geography that are outlined in step 2. 
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Source: Planning and Evaluation Service, U.S. Department of Education 
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have taken certain courses. Many of these courses can be taken only after a student has passed 
other, more basic courses. The most important thing a student can do to prepare for college is to 
sign up for the right courses and work hard to pass them. As parents, you should get involved in 
choosing your children’s schedule for the next year, and make sure that your children can and do 
take challenging courses. College-bound middle and junior high school students should take: 



Algebra I (in eighth grade) and Geometry (in ninth grade) or other challenging math 
courses that expect students to master the essentials of these subjects. Algebra and 
geometry form the foundation for the advanced math and science courses colleges want 
their students to take, and give students the skills they need to succeed on college en- 
trance exams, in college math classes, and in their future careers. 



o 




O ® 
iS 2 O 

• CO 2 

cd -S 
W X) 

5 Oj IJ 

c§ *S 

Q. y ^ 

o CT ^ 
U § 



•n S 

0> D 

a. 

X ^ ^ 

(U T3 O 
(U c ^ 

^ s 
I ^ § 
> 

g 3 

CO ^ .W) 

.2 -S 
S gl 

"2 .2 C 

S m ® 

CQ CC Q 
'o CO 

•sits 

o 

•a c -o 



(U 
N 

y „ a 

.a ■» 60 . 

^ S § g 

? 3 ^ D. 

2 - IS o 
> "S 

wi'g -o ^ 

c 3 

> <D 
O 



O 

o g 

>> D 
C TD 



-- g 

s S = .s 



CO 



1 1 ^ 
C •S 



4 , 1 > ^ 2 

^ o aj 
C CO 
i> .2 a 



x: 

u 

W) 

c 

o 



lU 

T3 

3 

x: 

W) 

c 

o 



3 

o 

o 

W) 

.S oi 

22 
X! ^ 

;a ^ 
3 S 

c 2 2 

a CO 
3 <D 
'S CO 

• >— I Uh 

3 

3 ° 

CO 

§s 

jn O 
'(U u 

te B 







ERIC 

MflMILMiiTi-iaaiJ 



High School Courses Recommended for College 
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Foreign Language — 2 to 3 years 
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Some parents — especially those who did not go to or finish college themselves — may 
worry that they cannot provide their child the guidance and support needed to get ready 
for college. But remember, getting ready for college is more work than anyone can 
handle on his or her own, and you don’t need to have gone to college yourself to help 
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An example of how to read this chart: during the 1996-97 school year approximately 40.8 percent of college students 
went to 4-year public colleges, where tuition and fees average $2,883 per year (not including room and board). 
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Congress have also proposed changes in student financial aid. 
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Federal Student Aid Information Center 
RO. Box 84 
Washington, DC 20044 
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